From local pharmacy to global healthcare group
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Active around the world
With more than 294,000
employees, Fresenius is
one of the world’s leading
healthcare companies.

Forward
Thinking
Health care.

Fresenius celebrates centennial
On its 100th anniversary,
Fresenius is active in some
100 countries and has more
than 160,000 employees.

Entry into hospital operating business
Fresenius acquires Wittgensteiner
Kliniken AG, one of Germany’s
leading private hospital operators.
The acquisition of the Helios Kliniken
hospital group follows in 2005.

Entry into dialysis services
Fresenius Medical Care is created
when the U.S. dialysis provider
National Medical Care, acquired
by Fresenius, is merged with
Fresenius’ own dialysis business.

Stock market ﬂotation
Fresenius launches preference
shares on the Frankfurt
stock exchange.

Distributor of
dialysis machines
Fresenius starts to sell dialysis
machines and dialyzers
manufactured by various
non-German companies.

Founder Eduard Fresenius dies
The unexpected death of Eduard
Fresenius endangers the further
existence of the pharmacy and
the manufacturing company, which
only has 40 employees after the war.

Founding of the company
Dr. Fresenius, a pharmacist
and the proprietor of the
Hirsch Pharmacy, establishes
the pharmaceutical company
Dr. E. Fresenius.

Hospital network expands
outside of Germany
Fresenius Helios acquires
Quirónsalud, Spain’s largest
private hospital operator.

Expansion in I.V. generics
Fresenius Kabi enters the
North American pharmaceuticals
market through the acquisition
of APP Pharmaceuticals.

Expansion of infusions business
The nutrition business of Pharmacia
& Upjohn is acquired and then
merged with Fresenius Pharma
to form Fresenius Kabi.

Entry into project business
Acquiring Hospitalia International,
Fresenius enters the project business
to develop hospitals. In 1996,
a majority of VAMED is acquired.

Development and sale of
company’s own dialysis machines
Production of the A2008 dialysis
machine begins in a newly acquired
factory in Schweinfurt, Germany.

Else Kröner assumes
management of Fresenius
The foster daughter of company founder
Eduard Fresenius, she will, along with
her future husband Hans Kröner, build
the company into a global healthcare
group over the following decades.

Production in Bad Homburg
The manufacturing company is separated from the Hirsch Pharmacy and
moves to Bad Homburg, just outside of
Frankfurt. Dr. Fresenius devotes more
and more time to the company, which
grows to around 400 employees.

Opening of the Hirsch Pharmacy
in Frankfurt
In the 19th century, ownership
of the pharmacy will pass to
the Fresenius family.

